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 “If, ten years ago, I had had any clue or even an inkling that life was quite so fleeting, 
then at least three of the four most important people in both our lives would have been 
there to witness the day of the celebration of our marriage. Although I know that this 
sunshine is from them and they are all here in spirit. Thank you very much to all the 

important people who are here celebrating with us. 
Emma and I would like to raise a toast to 

Sid & Connie, Ron & Margot.
We miss you all very much. Cheers.”

Emma and my wedding day. Edinburgh. 8th April 2006. (After 28 years of courtship!) 
Emma and my wedding party. The Lodge. 30th April 2006.

“Men, intensively trained and experienced in the ways of war, ought to be regarded as 
skilled tradesmen, and paid as such. It is no excuse for not so treating them that there 

is no demand for their special skills outside the armed services.”

Patrick Dalzel-Job - Commander in the field of 30AU.
Arctic Snow to Dust of Normandy.



“When I heard they (the Nazi/NASA rocket scientists) were being made national 
heroes I was disgusted. It was not only showing disrespect to us… (the slave workers 
who died in their thousands working in the Nordhausen tunnels) but to their own 
dead. 
Thousands, hundreds of thousands of Allied soldiers died to liberate Europe, to defeat 
Hitler and these people were the mainstays of Hitler’s reign of terror and there they 
were being fated like heroes, it’s just... (tears)…(silence)…”

Andrew Herskovits
At fourteen years of age he was a forced slave labourer at Mittlewerke, working on V2/A4 
rockets. This is a quote from interview in ‘The Hunt for Hitler’s Scientists’.
Windfall Films/PBS documentary shown on Channel 5 April 2005.
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Quote from Admiralty S.W. Official History of 30AU.

“Considered as a whole, these operations had been successful in the 
extreme. 30AU operating in the front line or ahead of the general advance, 
had penetrated the most closely guarded secrets of the German Navy and 
had seized not only the major part of its key personnel, but also all of its 

archives. The early promise of the Unit had been abundantly fulfilled and all 
commitments had been discharged.”
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Top: Family Guy- Ron, Frank(Snr), Dorothy, Frank.
Left: Ron Guy, Royal Marine, CHX3209.

Right: Taken at same time as pictures for use on 
forged papers if captured.

Bottom: ‘Hairyarsed-Bootneck’ Guy, third left front.
(‘Spike’ Kelly, first left top, and at least one more went on to 30AU.)

Top: Family Wilthew- Armelle, Marguerite, Margot, 
Guy(jnr), Guy(snr) (very near to the time of his death)
Left: Margot Wilthew, Saint Barbe Chapelle. Taken by 
Guy Wilthew(jnr) - The ‘Angel’ to Ron’s ‘Little Devil’?

Right: Garden in Vannes.
Bottom: Wartime French Identity Paper.



142 143

Beau Bête Photographs & Maps

30AU/B Troop - Ron Guy - RM. Bottom right. On first night ashore, D+2 near St. Mere Eglise, three of these 
men were killed and fourteen wounded by Antipersonnel bombs. (Five killed and twenty wounded in total)

Sniper Course - Ron Guy - RM/30AU. Top left.
Certificate of gratitude signed by Dwight D. Eisenhower for Margot’s assistance in helping 

Allied airman evade capture during World War Two.
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Left: Vannes France. Armelle, Margot, Guy Wilthew. 
Right: Le Faouët St Barbe Fountaine trail, France. Marguerite, Margot, Guy, Armelle Wilthew.

Left: Margot, Guy Wilthew. Right: Vannes France. Guy Wilthew before occupation sits in contemplation under 
his childhood portrait painted by his father, Guy Wilthew. Which still hangs there!

Left: Vannes France. Margot in her bedroom on 
her sister Armelle’s Wedding Day. 

Right: Vannes France. Margot talented 
classical piantist. These rooms are unchanged.
Below: On a trip to Lourdes? Many of the Le 

Luexhe family dedicated their lives to religion. 
Armelle front seat, Margot behind the wheel.
Bottom: Vannes France. Preist, in apartment 
that the Cathederal (opposite house), rented 

from Marguerite Wilthew, with her 
daughters, Armelle and Margot.

 Photos by Guy Wilthew(Jnr)
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MACR 3129 summary sheet from report for B17F Lone Wolf 42-30222, 8th AF 388th BG 563rd BS. 
They lost all eleven aircraft of their Squadron on 6th September 1943 on bombing run to Stuttgart.The 388th 

Bomber Group was based at Knettishall, Norfolk. England. In the Casualty Questionnaire opposite, Arthur Swap 
says he was told that Joe was killed after landing, other eye-witness reports and forms filled out by crew mem-

bers say that it happened in the air and that he was not the only one to be fired at while descending on parachute 

that day. Thirteen other airmen were killed nearby. 
Map showing planned route to target for 563rd Bomber Squadron mission to bomb Stuttgart. 

This crew were on their 9th such mission and it was 388th Bomber Groups 19th mission.
The German fighter pilot was Horst Sternberg (Black 13) FW190 Focke Wulf with 23 victories.



148 149

Beau Bête Photographs & Maps

August 1944. The very day Ron and Margot met, in an orchard near Vannes France.
‘Love at first sight’ - Cpl.Gates, Monique, Cpl.Swann, Wilthew, Guy. (Photos by Armelle Wilthew)

November 1943. Vannes, France. American Airmen whose B17F Lone Wolf was shot down near Paris after 
bombing raid on Stuttgart factory, hiding in Rue de Chanoines. Copilot Arthur M Swap & Sgt William H 

Vickless, transported back to Lands End, England with nineteen other airmen in a French lobster boat.

388th 
Bomber Group

563rd 
Bomber Squadron
B17F Lone Wolf 

42-30222

United States
8th Air Force

Right: August 1944. Vannes France. Ron Guy, Margot Wilthew, Cpl. ‘Ganger’ Gates. Left: On one knee?

Left: May/June 1945. Minden Germany. Flynn, Guy, Cpl.Smedley, Rush, Higgins - B-troop. 
Right: May 45 Neumünster Radio HQ Germany. Guy, Cpl.Webber, Reed, Jemmett, McMullon - A-troop.
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The liberation of Vannes, Morbihan, Bretagne (Brittany), France in the summer of 1944.
Of note:- The SAS wings on the side of Jeep (left) and the three Vickers ‘K’ rapidfire machine guns on 

‘La Vengense’ (far right). 4th Special Air Service. The Free French of 2e Régiment de Chasseurs Parachutistes. 
Taken by Armelle or Margot on one of Guy Wilthew’s cameras.

30AU did try to avoid what it considered to be the ‘retarding’ influence of T-force, although all three were 
involved most notably in the mission to capture Helmuth Walter, at the north German port town of Keil in May 

1945. The Walterwerkes factory were involved in the design and manufacture of the Me163 Komet Rocket plane 
powered by T-Stoff fuel and also midget submarines and torpedoes amongst much else.
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30 [Commando] Assault Unit, Royal Marine Officers, Littlehampton, May 1944.
Lt. G.H.Bailey, Capt. C.R.Lambe, Capt G.Pike, Capt. H.O.Huntington-Whiteley, Capt.R.Douglas, Lt. M.Ryder.

Capt. J.Hargreaves-Heap, Mjr. A.Evans, Col. A.R.Wooley, Capt. K.G.MacGregor, Capt. C.H.Cunningham.

30 [Commando] Assault Unit, B troop, Guildford. January 1945.
Allmark, Howeth, Spurrells, Heys, Hyde, McGregor, Bonny, Wright, Woolcock, Surrey, Cole.

Telford, Rush, Kelly, Manning, Billings, Walkerdine, Pearce, Flynn, Hewitt, Cairns, Lees, Chasty, Gates.
Cpl Muffett, Cpl Godsell, Sgt Kellaway, CSgt Whyman, Capt Lessing, Sgt Harry Smith, Sgt Causley, Cpl Swann, Cpl Poyser.

Taylor, Andrews, L/Cpl Smedley, Cpl Roberts, Jones, Cpl Hutton, LCpl Brough, Williamson, Darwin, Burgoine.

30 [Commando] Assault Unit, A troop, Littlehampton. April 1944.
Freeman, Richmond, Halton, ______?, Owens, Shaw, _______?, _______?, Feeley, _______?, Fischer, Underwood, Byron.

Hedges, Beetlestone, _____?, Townsend, Burgoine, ______?, Bennet, Powell, MacGregor, Gibson, Marshall, Impett, Plaxton, Collis.
Cpl.Connolly, Cpl.Burns, Cpl.Hickling, Sgt Clapson, Cpt. Huntingdon-Whiteley, Sgt.Brereton, Cpl.Auton, Cpl.Watson, Cpl. Goodwin.

Burns, ____________Cpl. Booth, __________Brown.

30 [Commando] Assault Unit, X troop, Littlehampton. Spring 1944.
Smudge Smith, Jack Twist, __________?, __________?,     __________?, Don Cook, __________?, Welbourne

__________?, McKelvey, __________?, Donald King, Harrison, Sgt. Bob Burchell, Butch Burnett, Ron Simms, __________?, McGrath. 
Edwards, Foster, Sgt. Lund, Capt. Pike, Muffet, Taff Edwards, Wilkins.

Harris, Crowe, __________?, Gibbs, Fred Farringdon, Bob Brooks, Bill Powell.
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30AU - Navalwing (36), Eckenförde, Germany. December 1945. 
This photo was taken in the Christmas of 1945 at the Nazi Torpedo and Submarine testing facility that 30AU had 

captured. The men of the Navalwing & scientists were there for many months uncovering all the secrets of the 
German Navy from within the base and also from many of the ‘scuttled’ vessels in the bay, (including a submarine 

loaded with ‘treasures’ apparently. I wonder where they went?).
The main Naval Officer, Patrick Dalzel -Job that Fleming reportedly used as the basis for his most famous 

character, had already taken the two Marines assigned to him and their Jeep and left for Norway to find his sweet-
heart that he had met while on other clandestine operations before joining with 30AU - See ‘Artic Snow to Dust of 

Normandy’ - his memoirs.

30.A.U.
____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?
____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?

____?____?____?            ____?____?____?____?’Spike’ Kelly____?____?____?____?____?____?____?
____?____?____?J Besant____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?____?

____?____?____?
                ____?____?____?____?____?____?____?
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List of six 30AU ‘Field Teams’ containing some names that were mentioned within my Grandad’s scribbles and 
also the name of J. Besant that had stuck in my mind because when I had heard it as a boy the unknown man had 

related it to ‘James Bond’. I found the original documents in the National Archives after coming across some 
poor photocopies at The Marine public house, Littlehampton.

Page one from 30AU Target List - Ian Fleming’s ‘Black List’- headed ‘Rockets’.
Top of the list:- Hans von Braun, Engineer at Peenemünde. Hans was probably used in absence of more accurate 

information at that time, the reference to their father confirms it was relating to the brothers.
Below: The necessity for ‘eliminating witnesses’ to successful action and the demolition of the building or 

ship!? An order for the men of 30AU to be required to ‘murder’ in the name of their country?
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National Archive Documents pertaining to the ‘History of 30AU’. These two pages outline the capture of 
Prof. Herbert Wagner designer of the Henschel Hs293 guided glide bomb, already used by the Germans to sink 

HMS Egret and transport ship HMT Rohna, killing over 1000 troops. This account pinpoints his capture to 
Steina which is NE of Dresden and a very considerable way behind the frontline at that time. There were other 
accounts that gave Prof. H. Wagner’s location as Blankenburg in the Harz Mountains, both of which were in 

the Russian Sector. This fact would explain why the Allies then flew him to Bavaria, alongside one of the von 
Braun’s to the ‘Staged Surrender’ for the world’s media to record as ‘fact’ which then enabled them to deny 

the Russians their rights according to the Yalta Agreement. (See Maps, P.169). Prof. Wagner went on to a long 
career in the USA working for their Navy weapons division. These pages are in stark contrast to the ‘Historically 

Recorded’ version of events, which according to media film footage and Tom Bower’s The Paperclip 
Conspiracy has all of these Nazi scientists happily ‘Surrendering’ to the Americans rather than being snatched 
from their family homes by highly trained teams of commandos who were ‘Licenced to Kill’ witnesses. (See 

P.157). I think this list of teams is far from complete.
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Le Faouët covered market square. Painted by Guy Wilthew.

Le Faouët, Le Luexhe family home. (Louis died at the clock in the covered market in 
1896. Opposite, left.) Guy Wilthew rented Louis studio in 1898 and fell in love with his 
daughter, Marguerite, one of fifteen children. Guy and Marguerite took on the house and 
raised their own three children (Guy, Armelle and Margot) there until Guy’s early death 
of suspected TB or possibly Spanish Flu in 1920. Marguerite Wilthew, wore black and 

mourned his passing for the rest of her life. When Margot was ten they moved to Vannes to 
be nearer family friends and a better education.

Louis Marie Le Leuxhe with wife and twelve of their fifteen children. 
Alphonse second from left. Marguerite Wilthew on fathers lap. 

Louis Marie Le Leuxhe. 1847-1896.
French Imperial Court painter, who resigned his 
commission in protest at the decadent life style 

his employers led. Died while adjusting the clock 
on the covered market in Le Faouët.

Alphonse Le Leuxhe. 1880-1914.
Painted by Guy Wilthew. 

Louis son, an extremely talented artist himself, was 
killed by the Germans in the first few days of World 

War One.
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Marguerite and Barbe Le Leuxhe by Guy Wilthew. This painting is huge and just stunning! 
(Unseen by English side of family until visit to Vannes in April 2007)

Guy and Marguerite Wilthew,
with their child. 

I think this must be the studio that Guy 
originally rented from the widow of Louis-
Marie when he first met the family in Le 

Faouët at the turn of the century.
(Unseen by English side of family until 

visit to Vannes in April 2007)

Guy Wilthew. English aristocrat.
Portrait Artist.

Travelled to Le Faouët and fell in love, not only 
with the natural light and landscape but also with 

the young daughter of a local artist.

Marguerite Wilthew neé Le Leuxhe.
Painted by Guy Wilthew. 

Depicting her deciding between a life dedicated to the 
church or whether to accept Guy’s proposal of 

marriage, as symbolised by the sowing kit. (Unseen).

Marguerite Wilthew.
Unfinished study by Guy Wilthew.

(Unseen by English side of family until visit to 
Vannes in April 2007) Marguerite Wilthew. Unfinished study by Guy Wilthew.

The only painting Margot had of her mother at Bluebells.
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Ron & Margot Guy with their first born, Gwen 
named after Vannes (Breton: Gwened) my mother.

Mag, Ronny, Margot, Kathy, Margot and Gwen with 
Rosie on the way. Near Bluebells, with Bluebells.

Ron Guy by Margot Guy.
The first sketch of which was started during the 

liberation of France on the kitbag canvas, although this 
is not the portrait that was completed on that canvas. 
Entitled ‘Beau Bête’ (Beautiful but Stupid Beast) the 

nick name Madame Wilthew gave Ron Guy upon their 
first meeting.

Ron Guy by Margot Guy.
With Commando dagger in hand. This used to hang in 
the hall at Bluebells, but only now have I guessed it 

may have been inspired by General Pattons unofficial 
name for 30AU ‘A bunch of limey Pirates’ the nick 

name he gave them when he first ran into the ‘Special 
Authorisation’ orders. 

Saint Barbe Fountaine and trail 
by Alphonse Le Leuxhe. (Unseen)

Margot Wilthew at Saint Barbe Chapelle 
(A truly spiritual place) by Guy Wilthew (Jnr). 

The ‘Angel’ to Ron’s ‘Little Devil’?Saint Fiacre Chapelle by Guy Wilthew. (Unseen)
(A painting I find myself transfixed by)

Bénitier de l’église Saint Fiacre Chapelle Font 
by Guy Wilthew 1914.

The painting that brought to mind the Clogs in 
Bluebells Kitchen.

Middle: Barbe Le Leuxhe by Guy Wilthew.
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Le Faouët, France. Essex, England.

Above: Words by Mr. R. Rush, RM 30AU.
Right: Site of Beach Hotel, 30AU HQ behind. 
Below: Plaque on The Marine public house.

Small sections of Central and Northern Germany from Ron Guy’s Special Issue Silk 
Escape Maps, found hidden in attic at ‘Bluebells’ along with Ron & Margot’s treasured love letters, 

F-S Fighting Knife (pattern1-type2) and these badges and 404 casing.
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von Braun leaves
Peenemünde

15th Febuary 1945

von Braun trying to evade
Nazi SS and Russians.

Avoids Berlin?
Goes via Hamburg

or Hannover?
Or uses his own private

Messerschmitt?

von Braun instructs rocket
plans to be hidden at Dornton?

3rd April 1945?
(Moved by US?)

March, von Braun
involved in

‘car accident’?

Ohrdruf
Tunnels

Nordhausen
Dora

Bad Sulza

Dornton

Kassel

Tambach

Stuttgart

München

Oberammergau

Köln

Venlo

Hannover
Volkenrode

Osnabruck Minden

Hamburg

Buxtehude

Lubeck Peenemünde
Rocket test facility.

Germany March/April/May 1945
Timeline of 30AU movements in Germany.
Recorded movements of Wernher von Braun (and his brother?) and the two/five hundred scientists
he took with him across Germany to their eventual ‘Surrender’ to US troops in Bavaria.
The Yalta Agreement for the downfall of Nazi Germany
British Sector.
Russian Sector.
American Sector.
French Sector.

Kiel

Neumünster

Bremerhaven

Bremen

Wilmshaven

Eckenförde

BERLIN

US Advance
reaches Dora

11th April 1945

Fastest Military
advance in history
March/April 1945

30AU team 55
Glanville captures

entire Naval records.
9-17th April 1945.

30AU Advance
3rd March 1945

30AU Advance
3rd March 1945

30AU Team 5
Lambie, following

‘Special’ clue capture
Prof Wagner. 

30AU Team 2
Curtis captures
Helmut Walter.
4th May 1945 

30AU
Postlethwaite captures
Torpedo testing facility.

May 1945 

30AU Team 4
Job(e) captures

Z29 Destroyer & SS Europa.
7th May 1945 

30AU Team 4
Job(e) captures

Dockyards and Subs.
Takes surrender
26th April 1945 

30AU captures
V2’s on two trains. 

30AU HQ 

30AU HQ 

US Advance 

30AU HQ 30AU 

30AU Picks up
many families of

captured Scientists from
under noses of Russians

who were trying to do
the same thing 

30AU
Job(e)

13th April 

von Braun between ‘hospital’
and ‘surrender’ - Six weeks?
Steals train picks up brother

packs it with V2 parts
and escaping scientists,
(without their families)
and travels to Bavaria?

von Braun talks guard
into letting hundreds of

scientists dress in ‘civvies’
and walk free from SS camp

then waits for four weeks
in local hotel?

von Braun ‘surrenders’ with
Wagner, Dornberger and

hundreds of other scientists.
2nd May 1945

Blankenberg

Dresden

Leipzig

Strasbourg

According to this agreement anything captured or found within these areas
was supposed to belong to the nation indicated regardless of who captured it.

Bleicherode

Boverei & Cie
Manufacturing Fin and

Rudder parts for V2 rockets.
Spring/Summer 1944
Nazi’s move man and

machine to Nordhausen.

Dieppe

PARIS

France June/July/August/September 1944
Timeline of 30AU movements.

Quimper

D-Day Landings
6th June 1944

Cherbourg surrender
26th June 1944.

30AU Capture of Admiral. 

30AU Col. Wooley
wounded

Three killed. 

30AU Lt.Cmdr.Job(e)
meets Madame Wilthew.

Ron meets Margot.
August 1944. 

B17 Copilot A.Swap and Sgt.W.Vickless
with nineteen other Allied airmen

taken by lobster boat to lands end.
November 1943. 

B17 42-30222
Shot down.

6th Sept 1943. 

30AU Five killed
Twenty wounded. 

RM Captain Pike
and part X-Troop

enter Paris mid August. 

30AU Part of A-Troop to South of France,
Cassis to collect torpedo and

to do some spying?
Winter 1944/45 

CURTFORCE 

NUTFORCE
‘Crossbow targets’ 

WOOLFORCE
D+3 PIKEFORCE

D-Day Le Harve
Rouen

Cherbourg

St. Mere Eglise

Granville

St. Malo
St. Brieuc

Rennes Le Mans

Alencon

NantesSt. Nazaire

Vannes
Lorient

Brest

St Pabu

30AU
Capt ‘Red’ Whiteley,

Mne Shaw killed
Sept 1944. 

Top: 30AU part in Liberation of France.

Left: Royal Marines emblem drawn by Japanese 
death row prisoner that Ron Guy befriended while 
on guard duty in Kowloon, Hong Kong. Of note: 
‘Woolies Looters’ 
addition near base. A reference to the 
treasures and papers found within the opened enemy 
safe boxes of Europe and shipped back to...? Or pos-
sibly just a reference to the group of six-ish 30AU 
Royal Marines that were caught stealing a payroll 
near Paris and returned to their units in disgrace? 
(At least one of whom was from Royal Marines 
413 King’s Squad)

Far Right: Timeline of Allied invasion of Germany, 
30AU recorded movements and historical record 
of Wernher von Braun supposed movements while 
he rescued five hundred 
Nazi scientists single 
handedly? 
(He had broken his 
other arm).

Right: Clark, 
Angus and Guy. 
42 Commando, B-
troop. Kowloon, Hong 
Kong.
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Louie Marie Le Leuxhe
Imperial Court Artist

1847-1896

Alphonse Le Leuxhe
Artist

1880-1914

Harry ‘Sonny’ Guy
Thames Barge Waterman

Bareknuckle Fighter
1878-1949Fifteen children!

Frank Guy
Royal Field

Artillery WW1
Motorman

Underground
1898-1980

Dorothy ‘Doll’ Guy
née Browning

1898-1976

Ron Guy
Royal Marine
Commando

30AU Sniper &
Pipe Engineer

1925-2006

Frank Guy
& Beryl Guy

née Watts
Royal Engineers
Civil Engineer

1922-1991

Edward Guy
& Thelma Guy

née Taylor
Engineering

1928

Gwen
-

Guy Allan
Sherry
Lisa
Lana

Richard
-

Alaric
Ariane

Melisande
  

Gildas
& Raymonde

-
Vincent
Isabelle

Guénhaële Mag
-

Lee
Saskia
Nadine
Luke

Kathy
& Andy

-
Gary

Nicola
Daniel

Ronny
& Lynn

-
Stephen

Julie
David
Peter

Margot
& Richard

-
Ricky
Louis

Armelle
Margeurite
Louisette

James
Guy

Dominic
Maria

Rosie
& Dave

-
Craig
Kathy

Corinne
Jeanette
Sophie

Armelle Wilthew
FFI & Nurse
1914-1996

Margot Guy
née Wilthew

FFI & Art teacher
1916-2000

Guy Wilthew
Wireless

Operator &
Photographer

1910-1968

Marguerite Wilthew
née Le Leuxhe

1888-1950

Guy Wilthew
Portrait Artist

1876-1920

Roy
Wilthew

1874-1960
Neville
Wilthew

1877-1959

Harriet Wilthew
née Sharpe
1846-1946

&
Walter Wilthew

1850-1934 

This tree is very small proportion of full thing, but I thought it might help the obvious 
confusion caused by everyone using the same names within the book!
(Apparently family Le Leuxhe goes back an English King, family Guy has a connection to 
Guy’s Hospital and family Wilthew has a connection with Madame Chevalier, but I have 
yet to check any of those claims!)

A mind in turmoil 
What pressures and torment could bring a rational, 
intelligent, loving man’s mind to this?
The larger proportion of the writing within the huge 
piles of paper were perfectly ledgable, but there was 
also sections which deteriorated even further than 
this and a great many pages that were discarded 
before being studied properly, before the possible 
importance was realised.
Left: This page mentions, Guy, Cdr. Job, Cdr. 
Turner, Sgt. Smith, Cpt. Bligh, Prof. von Braun 
and Ian Fleming. It also refers to the men of 
30AU as ‘Valiant Knights’. There was a great 
deal of repetition throughout all of the writing. 
Below: Coincidence chart with ‘magic’ numbers!
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Commando Memorial, Spean Bridge. 
Near Achnacarry and Fort William, Scotland. 
As a small boy on family holiday with Ron & 
Margot this statue and countryside made a big 
impact on me, that has lasted even to this day.




